










Thanks to 



§) Swamp Thing 

©Jon Sable 
©American Flagg 

O Teen Titans 1 

©Fantastic Four 


© X-Men 

O Blue Devil 
© Atari Force 

©Dr. Strange 
©Power Pack 



*Best Books of 1984, Per R. A. Jones, Amazing Heroes # 63 













70 THE SC/ENT/STO of THE HZEP/ /NET/TOTE, 
HtE COPE NAME /& TEMPEET, TO REFLECT 
HfS UNCANNy AB/UTY TO PHASE 0E71MEEN 
_ O/MENEfONE. _ 


HE HAAS BOON CHB&70PHEK CHAMPION, 
EON OP mapt/n CHAMPION AHPIYO/A 
PEPEZ. OP/C/NAL LEAOEPE OF 7HE 

atap/ fopce- ■■■■■■'■■ : : .a 


sire 

5 SIG SLUE ONE, 
HUNTER. 


■F you WANT TO 
T WATCH THE SMART MOUTH, N 
KID. X CAN ALWAYS HAVE 'EM 
SHUT OFF THE SONICS AND 
PUT YOU BACK ON SCOPADRON6. 
YOU LIKE THE WAV IT MAKES 
v YOU PUKE UP YOUR GUTS 

IN THE MORNING ? A 

Ik SAY THE WORD. 'igm 


OKAY-- 
, YOU'RE 
GOING BACK 
ON SCOPE 
IN THE 
MOENING!> 
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DISCOVER FRUIT CHEWV NEWTONS COOKIES. 
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M Comics Buyer's Guide 

§ Fan Awards for 1984 

>K; Vott for your favorite in each category; 

H 

■jit* 1. Favorite Editor —,...... 

M 

ytj 2. Favorite Writer . . —. ....- 

{| 

>Kj 3. Favorite Artist..........—. 

M 

4. Favorite Cover...... 

u 

•It? 5. Favorite Comic Book . . . .. 

M 

>j[I 6. Favorite Story-.....-............... 

M 

>j£ 7. Favorite Book*-...--—....- 


M 

n 

SB 

M 

V 

M 

♦u* 




. 


xj 


8. Favorite Character _ 


: 

t 

M 

Kj 


9. Favorite Supporting Character . 

10. Favorite Publication about Comics . 

11. Favorite Writer about Comics- 


12. Favorite Fan Artist . 




Phil Seuling Award for Favorite Direct-Sale-Only Title . 


>«♦: 

m 


*“Favorite Book” can include your favorite graphic novel, favorite reprint collection, favorite book about 

mice, etc. — with a copyright date of 1984. 

Only material coverdated 1984 is eligible for consideration. 

Anyone may copy and circulate this ballot, and any fan may vote only once and 
vote for no more than one nominee in each category. Ballot-box stuffing will result 
in the destruction of all ballots involved. You need not vote in all categories. The 
Comics Buyer’s Guide is not eligible for Category 10. 

A free copy of The Comics Buyer’s Guide #600 (which will carry the results of 
voting) will be sent to any voter who does not already have a current or expired sub¬ 
scription to CBG. 

Mail your ballot individually in a single envelope by April 13,1985 to: 

The Comics Buyer’s Guide Fan Awards 
700 East State Street 
lola, Wisconsin 54990 


Name - 
Street or Box _ 


____Age .. 


..Male 


City, State, and ZIP ...._........................... 

Please type or print your vote and information clearly. 




: 


Female (circle one) 


ft 

: 

■ 

:$»£ 


IHCvCwv , v..v.,y .,9. .•?., v., .v 1 . .5,. v, 1 










































































































£ feel u,<e vOl 
jUAAPING TOO FMS ANC 
_IUS>T COMCeNTCZATe 


X HAVE AM INSTANT 

eeFOEe aay slooo 

SOILS... T 


^ DON'T 
GIVE UP NOW. 
CHKIS! yOU'IZE 

so ctoser.../ 


OH, MO - 
OIANT 
ANT«* 


WATCH THE 
CEILING! 


1 ® 














So he buys quite a j 
few to take back ' 
with him. He says his 
mother loves the out - 
ot-this-worid peanut 
Dutter taste of Reese s 

















































































































































































id thanks to your critical 
acclaim vis-a-vis these pre-letter- 
column updates, we'll get right to the 
letters this issue. No more beating 
around the bush—we know when we re 
not wantedl The only thing we’d like to 
mention this time around is a simple 
plea: We love your letters, but please— 
in the future, could you type them up for 
us? Y'see, ye olde letter column writer 
has to re-type all the handwritten letters 
over again, and believe us when we tell 
you—it’s a painl Besides, if your letter is 
already typed, it stands a better chance 
of being reprinted in these pages. So 
take the extra time—you might be 
pleasantly rewarded for itl And now, 
without further ado—as promised 
earlier—LETTERSlil 


Dear Guys: 

You guys know what the worst thing 
about ATARI FORCE is? After page 23 
you Have to wait 30 looong days for 
more fantastic art, great story, and an 
all-around good timel 

John Coates 
498 Crossroads Drive 
Conway, SC 29526 
P.S.: Giant ants with rocket 
launchers??? 11 I LOVE ITIII 
(Yeah, well. John, we loved it tool And if 
you've kept on reading the monthly 
adventures of the Force — which, judg¬ 
ing from your letter is a good proba¬ 
bility—you already know that Mike 
Baron's giant ants were just the first in a 
looong line of rather bizarre Atari Force 
adversaries!) 


chose the former, and I am satisfied. 
Although, to be truthful, I was expect¬ 
ing Rident to show up at the end of issue 
#12 and arrest everybodyl Please, 
whether as friend or enemy of ATARI 
FORCE, keep Rident alive and well, and 
very much a part of the action. I mean, 
heck, what kind of galaxy would we have 
without the bluesf 

Faithfully, 
Billy Moorhouse 
305 W. Evans Street, Box 180 
Florence, SC 29502 
(Looks like we've granted your wish. 
Billy—since Rident reappeared on the 
scene back in issue HI4, he's been a 
constant source of aggravation to the 
Force—and he's just getting started! 
Also, you mentioned the DC Sampler, 
and since some of our readers might not 
be aware of its existence, we thought 
we'd explain a bit about it: The DC 
Samplers are distributed free of charge 
in comic book stores and comic book 
conventions across the country—you 
won't find them on newsstands. They 
contain thirty-two pages of info on a 
selected bunch of our monthly comics. 
The idea, of course, is to make you 
interested enough in some of our 
comics to go out and try them / There 
have been three DC Samplers so far and 
more will undoubtedly be coming your 
way in the future. Just one more reason 
to seek out your nearest comic shop and 
become a regular customer.) 


Dear ATARI FORCE: 

Thank you very much for the pure 
science fiction of ATARI FORCE. A 
tradition of excellence started with 
issue number one and has been grow¬ 
ing greater each issue, straight through 

responsible for the continuing adven¬ 
tures of the ATARI FORCE: my loyalty. 

Well, enough of that—now on to the 
basics: Thank you for the "Return of 
Rident!" I may be stoned for this', but 
Interfederation Customs Officer Rident 
Oly is by far my 2nd favorite character. 
(Dart is #1—after seeing her picture in 
DC sampler #2,1 was hooked on ATARI 
FORCE.) For months I have been anx¬ 
iously waiting for good ole brother 
Rident to show up and either 1) save the 
day, or 2) mess everything upl You guys 


st I've 


et. So, J< 



who designed this issue's cover, as well 
as last issues startling Black- 
jak/Tazlings illo — which is our personal 
favorite among all the ATARI FORCE 
covers. And lest we forget—the contri¬ 
bution of regular cover inker/fixer- 
upper Jose Luis Garcia Copez can not be 
underestimated. After all — he's the guy 
who created the Force—and he knows 
how to draw 'em better than anybody!!/ 


Dear Atari Force: 

I ve been collecting comics for one 
year now, and I have to tell you, ATARI 
FORCE is my favorite DC Comic book. I 
have the whole set! I just read issue 
#14. The cover drove me wildl With 
Kargg over Pakrat and Taz's feet stick¬ 
ing out—it was like a magnetl But you 
shouldn't have killed Kargg in this issue. 
I likeTaza lot. Please keep him in ATARI 
FORCE a long while. He has a lot of 
potential. If you could, could you do a 
solo story about him? Even just a back¬ 
up story would be nice to see. Anyway, 
keep up the good workl 

Wade Young 

IYou asked for it, you got it—a Taz solo 
story is coming in the very next issue! 
Written and drawn by Ed Hannigan, it's 
kinds, sorts an origin story, but then 

yourself!) 


Dear Force Family 
I would like to comment on the cover 
of issue #14. This is the best cover 
artistry I've seen on this book so far. This; 
topped my now second favorite cover on 
issue #9 of Dart. I loved the concept of 
drawing this cover from Pakrat's point of 
view. The rendition of Kargg was also 


d Ed, 


keep i 
order 11 

Todd Emoto 
17632 69th Ave. W. 

Edmonds, WA 98020 
(Thanks tor the compliment, Todd—but 
your congratulations may be a wee bit 
misplaced! Y'see, the cover you men¬ 
tioned was actually designed by Ed 
Hannigan. who. because he rarely does 
finished pencils on covers, often 
receives no credit for his work. That's a 
shame, considering he's also designed 
the covers for issue HI3—DO versus 
Martin Champion—and HI6—intro of 
the Tastings—both of which we con- 


Before I start to ramble, let me tell you 
where I'm coming from. I'm a 24-year- 
old college studeht at U. Mass Amherst 
and I pull 30 hours weekly working with 
a direct sales store—Comics Plus. As a 
result, this letter is going to be a 
fan/retailer reaction. 

Anyhow, on to ATARI FORCE. In 
short, it's one of your highest quality 
books. Real life has been breathed into 
the characters both on the parts of 
Conway and Lopez. It’s paced well, has 
good plot twists and suspense, and stars 
characters that I find more "human" 

Comics. I’m also pleased that it's not 
•written strictly on a teenage level—it's 
got many adult aspects that give it a 
good taste. It s also not bad science 
fiction—as comic book science fiction 
goes. It's got it's share of pseudo¬ 
scientific doubletalk (i.e. the Multi- 














ANOTHER BIG HIT FROM BONKERS! 
THE BONKERS! BIKE BAG. " 


Bonkers! hits you again—with this fun new bike 
bag. it attaches to the front or back of your 
bike, and you can only get it from Bonkers! 
Bonkers! comes in 3 chewy fruity flavors— 
strawberry, grape, and orange. Bonkers! 
is so superfluity. Bonkers! bonks you out! 


Please send me a Bonkers! Bike Bag, 
only available from Bonkers! Fruit 
Candy Here's $2.95 and the UPC sym- 
; bol from 3 Super Fruity Bonkers! labels. 
That’s the part with the lines and num¬ 
bers that; looks like this: 




r ■■■... 


j GET A 
! BONKERS! 
| BIKE BAG 
i FOR $2.95 
! AND 3 * 
i\3©6£3L 
I LABELS 
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we've got reasonably good aliens lalbei; 
Humanoid) and some of science fiction s 
staples (i.e. anti-matter weapons). All in 
all, in my opinion and many other of my 
employees (and R.A. Jones), it's one of 
the top ten books on the stands today. 

Why doesn't this "highly acclaimed" 
book sell like a top-ten book? Well, we 
both know the answer to that. It gets so 
frustrating trying to turn readers on to 
the book, and getting back "ATARI 
FORCE? C'mon—video games?” And li 
seems that no matter what you say, they 
won't look beyond the title. A sad 
thing—and their loss. I don't know If you 
should do a title change, though, since 
the book does have a fan following 
(though not of the size it deserves) that 
may react negatively. Personally, ii 
wouldn't make any difference to me. 

The book's future? I really hope it 
keeps going. I was reaily bummed when 
I heard that Garcia Lopez was leaving—I 
still am—and when I heard that Gerry 
Conway was calling it quits on the book 
too, I was about to follow suit. But when 
I heard Mike Baron ( the best writer in 
the field, I feel) was coming on the book 
my enthusiasm came rushing back! I 
really look forward to, and am curious 
about, ATARI FORCE'S future issues. 
Well, if it's any oonsolation to the book's 
creators, this retailer is behind you all 
the wayi 

Bob Caswell 
35 Presidential Apts 
Amherst, MA 01002 
IThanks tor the vote of confidence. Bob 
It's always good to hear from people 
inside the comic book business — espe¬ 
cially when they have something to say 
about the quality of our book. That's 
always been our number-one priority 
here—but a top-selling book would be 
nice too. We’ve spent some time think¬ 
ing about just the things you mentioned, 
end while we haven't made any 
decisions yet, we do have more than a 
few interesting ideas we'd like to try on 
our readers. Watch for 'em!) 


Puzzling the source ot [ a> s pa n u- 
• nternal—a tumor perhaps or a—Oh 
Ohl" 

Please, don t tell me lhat after all this 
time of thinking that Taz was one ot the 
homeliest fellas around, "he" is really a 
"she"—and pregnant at thBtl Please— 

Somewhat disoriented, 
Kimberly Robbins 
5220 Pentridge Streel 
Philadelphia, PA 19143 
ihee Hae Heel We really got ye with that 
one. didn't wef But seriously. Kim. the 
true sett of Tat was a well-kept secret 
that Berry Conway came up with when 
we first Introduced the character back in 
issue U8. Soon to be reprinted, by the 
way. In this year's YEAR'S BEST COM¬ 
ICS DIGEST SPECIAL—If you missed it 
the first time, don't do It again! We'd 
been hinting at this revelation for a long 
time, but you were the first to actually 
guess the truth—albeit begrudgingly— 
so we thought we'd print your letter 
here and offer you our congratula- 


Before I begin this letter, let me just 
say welcome aboard to Mike Baron and 
Ed Barreto and wish you guys a happv 
and eventful run on this mag. 

Onward. The cover tor ATARI FORCE 
«14 was just great. It had really good 
use of cover space with excellent use ot 
bright and dull colors. The misplaced 
logo made it eye-catching. 

It seems that Mike Baron is just f ull ot 
story ideas; we got just a glimpse of 
them in Issue #14. We got the maturing 
Babe, the mysterious Taz, a hint as to 
the fate of Blackjak and Atari HQ, as well 
as the fate of Chris. But if Mike's ideas 
are so numerous, why are the stories 
only 15 pages long!? Not that I don't like 
back-ups, but full-length stories have 
room for more development 


issue 14 |usi seemed to be a warm-up 
*o what s coming, and I suspect it to be 
better than what we've seen so far 
(although what could be more eventful 
than the destruction of an entire uni¬ 
verse?). Nevertheless, my suspicions 
remain strong, especially about Taz. 
who I think is more than he appears to 
be. Am I right? 

I’ll find out soon enough. 

Ralph lenco 
11 Oakland Drive 
Hamilton, Ontario 
Canada LBE 3R4 
tCorrect, Ralph—except the part about 
he— Kimberly beat you on that count! As 
tar as the 16-page lead stories, while 
Mike Baron could write a 60-page story 
each and every month, artist Ed Barreto 
has man y other commitments at DC that 
prevent him from turning around 23 
pages a month. What with Superman 
covers. Teen Titans paintings—look for 
'em soon—and other very secret pro¬ 
jects, Ed's a very busy guy / Not to 
mention inker Ricardo Villagran, who's 
already got his hands full inking both 
A TARI FORCE and STAR TREK each and 
every monthl) 


NEXT MONTH: The Force comes 
home—and the shooting startsi It's the 
spectacular lead-in to our staggering 
20th issue, and features the return of a 
bunch of supporting characters prac¬ 
tically everybody thought were deadI 
Don't miBB—"Homecoming " Plus: The 
long-awaited TAZ solo story, written 
and drawn by Ed Hannigan. Both only 
76C, wherever illustrated periodicals 




































































































































































































WHAT IS NINJA? 


m told then <toadly tsch- 


* Win)* Throwing Star & 

>5 DEFENSE ARTS 
OX 10SI. SMTANA. M 


WRITE RIGHT NOW! 

***** * * " W ^ L1 355 LBCINQTON AVE, N.Y, NY. 10017 


Treasures from the Sea 



HdH 


Thousands of Marvels & DCs 
For catalog send ?£« tor 

CENTORCOMiCS 

122 E. 42 St..Now York, NY tpiSR 


& 


NEW AND IMPROVED 

Space Robot Mkt 

ROBOTS. ROBOTS C ATALOG $1.50 
800 BOWIE LANE. GREENWOOD. MS 18030 


CREATE PROFESSIONAL COMIC ART WITH 

the COMIC ART CREATOR 

THE FIRST W) CAD COMPUTER SYSTEM 
FOR WRITERS, ARTISTS AND STUDENTS 
FOR COMPLETE INFO AND SAMPLE PRIM 
OUTSEND$1 (REFUNDED WITH C3IDER) TO: 

NEWTANE GRAPHICS wg&'vr.Sw 


CAMC CLOTHING - KIDS — even slrrsa 2-4- 

SB.10-12-14-1B-1B — reg. & eilm: 4-pkt pants - 
14.08; SdJkt pants — 21.99; 2-pkt Shirt® — 
14.09; 4-pkt shirt® — 21.89; T-shlrte -- /.Of; 
fatigue cap® - XS. 8. M, L, XL - 6.09; bobA 
hsadband - 2.06; ad), belt - 2.99; Badge*: 
Special Foroea — 3.99; Parachutist — 3.99; 
USMC - small - 3.99; USMC - large - 4.99; 
MANY MORE ITEMS'! For complete listing 
send $1 (refunded on 1st order), your name 
and address. WE PAY ALL SHIPPING CHARGE3II 
ACOMPANV, Box 212S, Fgmjogtcn, NM 87*01. 


44 Page GIANT CATALOG of 

DC& Marvel Comics + Misc. items 
from 1940 to present $2.50. 

SAM’S COMIC WORLD, P.O. Box 


42106, Tucson, AZ. 35733 


Real SHARKS TEETH! 

FOSSILIZED AND PRESERVED OVER MILLIONS OP YEARS! 

These beautiful specimens from the forefathers of the Great White, Tiger, 
Mako and other species of ancient or now-extinct sharks were found along 
the famous Scientists Cliffs and Calvert Cliffs of the Chesapeake Bay. 
They're rare and supply is limited, so act todayl Show them with pride to 
vour friends and relatives! 

Please send me the following real shark teeth-. 


Type 


C.J6 > 
3. $4 » 


Pric® 


Nam®. _ . 

Address _ 


TEXAS RATTLESNAKE EGGS 
•.van until you see :hem hatch, ypu 
won't believe your eye® Guaranteed 
to freighten anyone. Great for 
scaring your friends, teachers A 
enemies. Send your name and 
address plus $2.00 to: 

•I S. W. 817 ANTHONY Aft. 
CANUTILLO. TX 78I3S-OC 



GOLDEN STATE COMICS 

■Send 25* for comics selling lte>. 
and FREE protoclive ccmic iiag 
via? pn-:-r’d«y,:3ef! : Dfeso. ftA 9Si . 
.v visit iks stev :• 


JOKG EXCHANGE, Pan Pals & 

More Tor Into Rush SASE & 
SI 00 to EASY, Box 252. Dipt. 


‘ UU i'J T j OVA 

0. Sirjh. IN. 40759 


MISSED AN ISSUE??? 

We probably have ii along with 
100,000 more from years ago. 
Send YOUR list and S.A.S.E; for 
our selling price to: DAV&S COMICS 
701 9E THREE CHOPTROAO 
RICHMOND, VA. 23226 
(804)282-1211 

Most comics from the last 2 years 
are still cover price. 


An WUS BODY? fntfeys 

DYNAMIC-TENSION 
starts giving results you 
feel and your friends will 
note®. Big. useful rousdi 
Sin weight, if needed. Los* 

• pa telly. 1 ' Send name and 
-duress foi FREE information. _ 

CHARLES ATLAS', P.0. Box O.BITW 
Madison Sq. Sta., Now York. NY 1P159K 



KUNB-FU- KARATE 

7 Learn unbeatable fighting power 
I BLACK SELT INSTRUCTORS 

HEW HOME STUDY COURSE 

CERTIFICATE AWARDED 

'? international Karate School 

' Oapt K30, Bo* H, Betasr, NJ 07710 


COMIC T fjsr 

SOOKS SA LE 

290.000 in tux.*, compt*t» Matvei A OC 
Groups from 1835109'f AhwT.V. Guide*, 
James &»«, U.N.C.L.B., t»se Savage, 
Mags. Darn (Irtadow®, T.V. Avan^re, 


Thousands & thousands of DC's. Marvels, 
and Golden Age/Silver Age Comics. For a 
catalog send 50c in coin or stamps to Harold 
Starfcuck 12263 Siuebner Airline Suite #110, 
Houston,-Tx 77087 (713) 893-7242 


SHFR 

lists 45,000 > 

you can look it up. Send $5.45 (check of money 
cried to Pilot Ucnt, 3ox 305A. Stone Mtn., QA 
30066 Satisfaction is guaianteed oj youi 
money hack. Allow three weeks for delivery 


chauffeur Syfij 

is tjy sound. If you can say It, - 
Send $5.46 (check or nr- 


3 MIL COMIC BAGS 
J W 16.25 per 100 bags 

y J include 25c for catalog * 

EMPIRE COMICS 

672 Stonefload. Bod-«sfe-, NY lasts 


Cieseout Special! Digital Watches 

Hours, Minutes and seconds display. 
Also has month and day display. Has 
light for easy night reading. Battery in¬ 
cluded. Heavy duty casting and band. 
RUSH $3.00 to Northwestern Sales 
Inc. 6593-12 Powers Ave.. Jacksonville, 
Fla. 32217 




























































BEN ODA REMEMBERED 
BY ANDREW HELFER 

You probably never thought twice 
about Ben Oda. He was never 
interviewed by the fanzine*. He wa* 
never the gue*t of honor at a comic* 
convention. Fan* never begged him 
for his autograph. The spotlight never 
touched him. And there's probably a 
very good reason for that. Ben Oda wa* 
neither writer nor artist nor comic book 
creator. He was just on* of the 
hundreds of people who put the 
finishing touches on comics. Ben Oda 
was, to put it simply, a letterer. 

But Ben Oda had a fan club. An 
exclusive group. We kept it* very 
existence a secret. Instead of cidling it 
"The Ben Oda Fan Club," we called it 
DC Comics. To us, Ben was not only 
our favorite comic book letterer; he 
was also our favorite human being. 
And when he passed away a few weeks 
ago, we all became acutely aware of a 
space in our lives that would never 
again be filled. 

Ben Oda was one of an ever- 
dwindling group of comic book 
professionals—the "old timers." He 
worked on comics in their infancy, 
through their heyday, and right into 
the present. In the forties, his 
distinctive lettering style graced the 
pages of Jack Kirby's early work. In the 
fifties, when Harvey Kurtzman needed 
hand-lettering for his now-famous EC 
war comics, Ben was the man asked to 


do it. He was a letterer for the Chi 
Tribune and King Features 
Syndicate, regularly turning out 
pages of Prince Valiant, Little Orphan 
Annie, The Phantom, and others too 
numerous to mention. And until mere 
days before he left us, Ben was also the 
most prolific letterer working at DC 
Comics. 

Those are the facts—they're easy t 
tell. What's harder to explain is the way 
Ben touched us all—every day of his 
life. 

Among other letterer*, Ben was the 
acknowledged master—I remember 
Tom Orzekowski’s delight over being 
introduced to him some years ago; and 
Bob Lappan literally studied Ben's 
work with a comprehensiveness that 
Ben found both flattering and 
confusing. He never quite understood 
why anyone would give his work a 
second glance—as far as he was 
concerned, his job was simply to make 
the writer and artist look as good as 
possible. 

And that's exactly what Ben did so 
well—twenty-four hours a day, seven 
days a week, or so it seemed. Ben 
would com* into the DC offices every 
day at four-thirty in the afternoon (you 
could set your clock to it) with a 
staggering number of lettered pages. If 
you had a book that needed to be 
lettered overnight, you just gave it to 
Ben. Truth to tell, we took him for 
granted. He was the ultimate pinch- 
hitter, and he got the DC team out of 
more than one deadline jam. But, like 
most pinch-hitters, he seldom received 
the praise he deserved. 

And as much as we'd all like to 
believe otherwise, Ben was no speed 
demon. He'd work long hours, sit 


hunched over his drawing board late 
into the night oil to meet what he 
undoubtedly felt was a personal 
commitment to a friend. Sometimes, in 
his desire to please and help out, he 
would push himself too far, and the 
strain would show. Often, the results 
were hilarious. Once in a while, 
Batman might 'light a wart on crime," 
Qd Superman might be referred to as 
'The Man of Seel." We'd laugh 
together over Ben's occasional 
blooper, and seldom think about the 
sleepless nights he'd put in just to get 
the j ob finished. Again, we took him for 

But when the job was finally done. 
Ben would sit himself down in one 
editorial office or another and just 
shoot the breeze. This was where you 
really got to know and appreciate Ben. 
He could talk about practically 
anything—World War II and his time 
in the service (he was a paratrooper, a 
spy, and a part-time baseball player), 
his memories of comic book pros he'd 
worked with in the past, his family, the 
performance of various players on his 
Monday night bowling team, and the 
current state of the comic book field. 
All his stories and opinions were 
delivered with such a keen sense of 
humor that you couldn't help but 

But there was more to Ben than just 
that When Ben told a story, he became 
a kind of Japanese Will Rogers, a 
homespun humorist with a shy smile 
that could melt ice. DozenB of wrinkles 
etched into his face, laugh lines 
mingling with the ones that simply 
come with age, Beh often seemed like 
an ancient yet humane sage, always 
aware of the humor in life, and 
enjoying every minute of it. You had 
only to talk to Ben to see that this was 
true. His eyes would sparkle with life, 
and in an almost mystical 
transference, our eyes would sparkle 

And perhaps, when all is said and 
done, this was the most wonderful 
thing about Ben—his uncanny ability 
to make us smile, to make us laugh, to 
lift us out of our late-afternoon 
doldrums with a simple anecdote or 
tall tale—to simply be Ben. These were 
his gifts to us, these were the things we 
took for granted, and these are the 
thing* we will mist 



□ Crisis on Infinite Earths 3; The 

-- Outsiders! The Teen Titans! Sgt Rock! 

(> 4“ Legion! Losers! Batman! And ... the 

- 1 death of the Flash? 

SALE THE WEEK □ DC Comics Presents 82: Superman 

C * * r wa m * meets up with Adam Strange, with art 
H t i. II by Klaus Jansonl 
OF MARCH 7, 1985 □ Fury of Firestorm 36: It's Plastiqu* 
—--— and Killer Frost out for Firestorm's 

LIST bloodl 

- — □ Best of DC Digest 61: The Year's 

she Best Comics including Titans, Swamp 
Thing, Atari Force, and Green Lantern 
Corps! 


□ Atari Forcfl8: The return of 
Tempest, plus a Hukka solo feature! 

□ Shadow War of Hawkman 2: 
Hawkman must find the aliens before 
they can conquer the Earth! 

□ Tales of the Teen Titans 54: The 
Terminator's trial continues. 

□ Vigilant* 18: The second half oi 
“Father's Day" by Alan Moore and Jim 
Baikie. 

□ Deodman 2: Two full-length tales 
with startling Neal Adams art! 

□ Jonni Thunder 3: Jonni fights for her 
life high above San Francisco! 
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Introducing Clear-Ups “ 
from Noxzema.® 

When it comes to actually 
clearing your skin, Clear-Ups™ 
Medicated Cleansing 
Pads can clear the acne 
pimples you already have, 
absorb oil, and help prevent 
new pimples before they 
surface. Clear-Ups help re¬ 
move blackheads and 
open clogged pores with one 
of the most effective acne 
medicines you can buy. In fact, 
there’s nothin g more effective. 

Better skin. 
That’s the clear difference. 
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Stu Thomsen, the main man 
In BMX, has teamed with 
Huffy, numero uno in bikes. 

The result: The Stu 
Thomsen Series. Totally ■- 
BMX. Totally awesome. 

With Competition Certified’" 
monster frame and fork. 
Power Stem Power Bar. Every 
part of this bike has a part of 
Stu Thomsen built right in. Pig 
down to those pinstripe pads. 

Go ahead. Discover the 
experience. The BMXperience 
of Huffy, Stu. And you. 


America's First Choice 

Co-Sponsors: Shimano, Oakley, Haro, Bell, 
Viscount. Araya and Cheng Shin. 






